
Minutes of the General Assembly of the association Swiss PPIE Network, based in Bern,
Canton of Bern.

Date and time:
Place:
Attending:

Chair of the GA:
Minutes:

Saturday, March 228, 2025, 9:30-11:30
Kongresszentrum Kreuz, Zeughausgasse 41, 3011 Bern
Founding members according to attendance list:
• At 9:45: 43 voting members (28 individual members,15 delegates

of institutional members) were present.
• From 10:30: 44 voting members (29 individual members, 15

delegates of institutional members) were present.
Cristiana Sessa
Chantal Britt

Agenda General Assembly

I . Opening of General Assembly

2. Formalities:

• Determination of quorum (simple majority, % majority)
• Introduction and election ofvote counter, chairperson(s) of assembly and

minute-taker
• Presentation of agenda

3. Presentation of the founding project

4. Introduction of candidates and election of the executive committee

5. Approval of the founding statutes

6. Approval of membership fees for 2026

7. Determination of the next steps

8. Miscellaneous

9. Closing remarks and farewell
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1. Opening ofGeneral Assembly and welcome
Cristiana Sessa welcomes the attending founding members and non-voting participants in the
name of the association.

2. Formalities
a) Determination ofquorum
Cristiana Sessa, notes that according to the attendance list, 43 (44 after 10:30) voting members are
present. The quorum, a simple majority, is 22. A list of founding (29 individual and 15
institutional) members can be found in Annex l.)

b) Introduction and election ofvote counter, chairperson andminutes-taker
• Christine Bienvenue is elected vote counter by the assembly, with 43 votes in favour, zero

votes against, and zero abstentions.
• Cristiana Sessa is elected as chair of the meeting by the assembly, with 43 votes in favour,

zero votes against and zero abstentions.
• Chantal Britt is elected as minute-taker, with 43 votes in favour, zero votes against, and

zero abstentions.

c. Presentation ofagenda
The chair of the general assembly, Cristiana Sessa, presents the agenda, and the proposed agenda is
not opposed.

3. Presentation of founding project
Cristiane Sessa presents the aim and purpose of organisation to be founded. The main points are
that the members join forces, that we create synergies, define and strive for common goals and a
joint vision for strong patient and public involvement and co-creation in healthcare and health
policy.

4. Presentation and election of the candidates for the executive committee
The general assembly Chair Cristiane Sessa presents the candidates for the chairperson, vice­
chairperson and treasurer of the association in accordance with the list of candidates. The chair
explains the election procedure.

There is one objection to the proposal by the chair of the meeting that the general meeting elects
the executive committee as a whole in accordance with the election list, including the
positions proposed therein. One member requests an individual election of executive board
members. 32 members vote in favour of a package vote.

No members request a secret ballot where the proposed candidates would leave the room. The
candidates present themselves.
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Elections ofchairperson, vice-chairperson, treasurer, additional executive committee
members (optional, max. 4)

The 7 board members are elected with 28 votes in favour, zero votes against and 8 abstentions
from the candidates.

• Cristiana Sessa from Bellinzona is elected as chairperson.
• Jennifer Woods from Basel is elected as vice-chairperson.
• Chantal Britt from Bern is elected as treasurer.
• Olivier Menzel from Vuarens is elected as board member.
• Manuela Grüttner-Durmaz from Zurich is elected as board member.
• Sylvie Kopf from Bellach as board member.

The elected chair, vice-chair, treasurer and board members gratefully accept their election.

5. Presentation, discussion and approval of the founding statutes
• David Harry raises questions about the name of the network and several points regarding

terms of executive board members.
• Discussions center around the terminology used such as "patient", "public", "involvement",

"engagement". Members suggest adding a glossary to decide how the network defines the
above terms.

• Another point of the statutes where amendments will be necessary are the terms of office
of the president, vice-president, treasurer and the remaining board members as well as the
involvement of representatives of the industry within the board.

• Other points raised were that members of the advisory board should not be members of
the association and that a 50% quorum for a patient organisation may be ambitious.

The general assembly votes in favour of adopting the founding statutes on the condition that the
executive board will receive a mandate to prepare amendments to the statutes. The chair of the
meeting notes that 42 members present approve the statutes on November 22, 2025, and two
members abstain.

The executive board is mandated to prepare amendments to the statutes, and there was no
opposition (and three abstentions) for members to provide feedback on statutes and propose
amendments until the end of January 2026.

6. Presentation, discussion, approval ofmembership fees for 2026
The chair of the general assembly presents a proposal for the membership fees for 2026. The
general assembly votes unanimously (with 44 votes, zero votes against and zero abstentions) in
favour of adopting the proposed membership fees: CHF 30 for individual members, CHF 50 for
families, CHF 100 for non-profit organisations and CHF 500 for other organisations.
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7. Determination of the next steps
The founding members and non-voting participants discuss and determine the next steps and
priorities for the coming year.

Organisational activities: Statutes amendments, regulations, code of conduct, advisory board set­
up
Operational activities: voluntary work and task distribution
Strategic activities: goals, mission, working groups
Financial activities: bank accounts, funding, invoices membership

8. Miscellaneous
Members suggest that a paid office capacity will be required.
Representatives of Bern University ofApplied Sciences and Swiss Patient Organisation SPO
thanked the initiators for their valuable work.

9. Closing remarks and farewell

Bern, November 22nd, 2025

Cristiana Sessa,
Chair of General Assembly

Minutes-Taker

lt
Cristiana Sessa

Elected Chair of the board

Elected Vice-Chair of the board
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